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4SP appointed to tour of duty at the Willis Island Coastal Station

    CYCLONE WARNINGS. WILLIS ISLAND STATION. The Commonwealth wireless station established last summer on Willis Island by Captain Davis and a party of experts for the purpose of sending early advices of the approach of cyclones and for other meteorological observation is to be carried on again this season. Mr. Kempling, of Cooktown, is to be in charge, and he will have the co-operation of Messrs. J. Hogan and F. W. Stevens, both of Melbourne. The two Iatter left Brisbane yesterday by the Wyreema for Townsville, where Mr. Kempling will join them. These three officers will have a working party of 15, who will set about the business of concreting the tower in which the apparatus is housed. These men will leave as soon as this work is completed, and they will be accompanied back to the mainland by Mr Stephens and a companion, who has been taking care of the station since Captain Davis left in April.[35]

    CYCLONE SEASON. WILLIS ISLAND WATCH. Three young men have voluntarily decided to live a Robinson Crusoe existence for six months on lonely Willis Island in order to give timely wireless warnings to Queensland of the approach of dreaded cyclones. The leader of the party is Mr. Kempling, who hails from the radio station at Cooktown, and his two companions are Messrs. J. Hogan, of the meteorological office in Melbourne, and F. W. Stevens of the Melbourne radio station. Messrs. Hogan and Stevens left Brisbane in the Wyreema last night for Townsville, where they will be joined by Mr. Kempling. A working party of 15 men will also proceed to Willis Island to concrete the tower in which the wireless and meteorological instruments are housed. When the work is completed the working party, together with Mr. Stevens (sic?), who has resided on the island during the winter months, will return to Townsville. Meteorological observation work will be undertaken by Mr. Hogan, who will also devote some of his time to upper air research work which has been carried out in Melbourne for some time past. Messrs. Kempling and Stevens will devote themselves to sending and receiving wireless messages. They are both expert operators.[36]

    Willis Island Station. BUILDING PARTY FROM TOWNSVILLE. On Friday or Saturday next, a party of 15 men will leave Townsville by the steamer Bopple for Willis Island, to erect concrete walls round the meteorological station, and make it safe for the cyclone season. Mr. W. F. Barker, of the Federal Works and Railway Department, is in charge, and has already engaged his staff of men at Townsville, and is now getting his stores in readiness for the work. The steamer Bopple arrived from South on Sunday night, and on the trip to Willis Island, Captain Middleton, formerly of the Pilot Service, will be in command. It is expected that the work will occupy three weeks, which will mean that the party will be on the Island till well into November. In connection with the Willis Island station, the Brisbane "Daily Mail" of recent date, says:— "Three young men . . . [37]